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concluded "that ifyellow fever was communicable at all by personal contagion it was so only in
an extremely feeble degree". By now, importation by ship was abundantly clear - its further
elucidationwould await the discovery ofmosquito transmission. Buchanan's sanitary measures
on the ship and cargo were similar to those ofMelier but, in Britain, dependent on local rather
than central government decision. Doubts about their effectiveness, and the always strong
British pragmatic regard for commercial considerations in matters of quarantine made their
application more difficult at Swansea than at St Nazaire.
Throughout these interesting and worthwhile analyses there are many diversions into the
contemporarycontroversiesbetweencontagionistsandnon-contagionists andtheirinfluenceon
disease control measures. "So seemingly obvious a conclusion provokes a digression..."
(p. 124) - ofat least ten pages! Readers accustomed to the scientific literature may find their
patience and persistence tried in tracing the main threads through this labyrinth ofdigressions.
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In theearly days ofthe East India Company, Oxbridge-trained physicians were thought to be
too delicate for the rough-and-tumble ofmedical practice in India. Apprenticed surgeons may
nothavebeengentlemen, buttheycouldcut offalegaswell asbreatheavein, theywereexpert at
treating thepox, and theywould turn out forany nearby battle, taking overcommand oftroops
when necessary. Aftera short time in the East, thesurvivors learned the simple measures needed
to sustain the health ofsoldiers and civilians in hot climates, and became more expert than any
physician in themanagement oftropical diseases. The organization ofthe Company's surgeons
inthemiddleoftheeigtheenth centurylaid the foundation for the Indian Medical Service, which
continued until 1947.
Lt. Col. Cameron's diariescoverhisyearsinthe Indian Medical Service 1905-32; edited by his
son, they show a pattern of activity that would be familiar to his eighteenth-century
predecessors. On reaching India in 1905, hewas at once posted to military duties, only changing
to Civil Surgeon as he became more senior. From the first, he was expected to carry out a wide
variety ofcomplex operations, as well as dealing with all obstetric and medical conditions. He
served all over India, in China, Persia, and in the Great War in East Africa, where the hospital
admissionrateamongtroopswas206/thousand/month. AsCivil Surgeon he was incharge ofthe
local hospitals, supervised thejails, controlledepidemicsofplague, cholera andtyphus, and kept
up a busy practice, which included many Indians, mostly the nobility. When he attended one
high-born lady, the only contact he was allowed with his patient, as John Fryer had found in
1678, was to feel her pulse through a purdah. He had regular language tuition, passing the
required examinations, and becomingproficient infivelanguages. Sport was an essential part of
thislife: games, riding, hunting, and, inevery spare moment, shooting -sometimes forthe pot,
sometimes to control man-eaters, but mostly for sport. The editor describes the devastating
depressive illness that afflicted his father, but nothing ofthis appears in the diaries, which are a
laconic account ofhis ceaseless activity in the tradition ofthe Service. Ifthe regular attacks of
fever were more severe than usual, he took an extra dose of quinine and continued at work.
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